Lent 2010

ST. GABRIEL ADOPTS

LAWSON EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER!

St. Gabriel has officially adopted Herman Lawson
Early Childhood Center. This is a tremendous oppor-
tunity for the students at Lawson and for our parish-
ioners and our parish. Lawson Early Childhood Center
is one of nine title one schools in McKinney, all of
which have been adopted. But it is unique! The chil-
dren served are from birth through 5 years of age with
80% eligible for the free and reduced lunch program.
The Center is home to Early Head Start, Head Start,

Preschool Program for Children with Disabilities Fother Uoes
(PPCD) and Pre-Kindergarten programs in McKinney after Maus
ISD.
Fr. Pazheveettil MST
What does the adopting church do? Jose él e eeﬂ. S
Mentoring/Tutoring Teacher Support Falth EXperlence

Financial needs ) )
The Gloria follows the sign of the cross to start the Syro-

Want to become involved in this ministry? Please Malabar Rite since it is the first words sung by the angels

contact George Balsam at georgeab@sbcglobal.net. Zeftt"tMeS; Jesuso birth, explained
For the eastern Catholic rit.e

priesthood and spirituality spring, the liturgy portrays a full
enactment of the life of Christ from His birth to His resurrec-
tion.
The Syro-Malabar Rite, he said with a mix of joy and
wonder, identifies the altar with the Holy Sepulcher and the
pl ace of sanctification from w
sues forth for the healing of the peoples. Even the church
sanctuary, he said, is understood to be an image of the Old
Testamentds Holy of Holies, t
of both Mosesd6 tabernacle and
Before leaving the sanctuary after Holy Mass, the Syro-
Malabar Rite priests reverence the altar with a kiss and a
plea to be able to return once again to celebrate the holy
Mystery, he said.
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Volunteers

enjoy Father Jose recently spent an evening in the parish
Christmas offices animatedly speaking of the riches of his spiritual
Party with heritage, how it forms and informs his priesthood, and his
Lawson hopes to serve the people of St. Gabriel the Archangel.
Students The fifth of eight children, his farming parents raised

him in the richly spiritual Kerala state in the heritage of St.
Thomas Christians, so-called because they trace their
...Continued on Page 4



St. Gabriel the Archangel Catholic Commu

110 St. Gabriel Way McKinney, TX 75071
972-542-7170/972-542-7756(FAX)/1-877-562-0638
www.stgabriel.org

Weekend Eucharist: Saturday at 5:00 PM
Sunday at 9:00 & 11:00 AM, & 5:30 PM
9: 15AM Childrends Mass (Durin

Weekday Eucharist: Monday at Noon
Tuesday through Friday at 8:30 AM
Wednesday 6:00PM

My dear parishioners of St. Gabriel,

| came across a wonderful scene in the Narthex one day. A baby was strapped snuggly into her
safe and secure. Her mother had placed her on the floor and was talking to friends nearby. Sur
the baby on the floor were several children on their knees, simply watching her. It reminded me
ing nativity scene. From time to time they would speak to her and wait to see what her response }j
be. The baby was smiling and babbling back to the children with great assurance, confident in tt
portance of her message to them. | had to smile and join them.

As the children and | gazed at the baby, | was transported to the stable in Bethlehem. | saw the
herds gathering around the newborn they found there. Perhaps they were simply staring at the «
wondering what would become of him, or marveling at the miracle their eyes beheld. Whatever uiey

experienced, | suspect they couldnét take their eyes
j oy. There is something completely mesmerizing abou
see them. They bring out our protective instincts, as well as melt our defensive walls. While we adults can be caught
in silly social games or petty agendas, babies simpl

stantly from a smile to tears because they donét pro
the Garden of Eden. All of us began life there. But as we grew up we slowly lost the innocence, the easy trust, the ca
ual relationship with our creator. We absorbed the fear and anxiety of adolescence. We took on the seriousness and
weight of adulthood. We slowly forgot who we really were and became defined by our productivity or by our appear-
ance. We left the garden.

It seems to me that the spiritual life is a journey back to that garden, back to the state of lost innocence. Evtrg step of
way is a spiritual awakening of how far we have drifted from God. It is a gradual letting go of all the unnecessary at-
tachments we have accumulated through the years. The voice of the Lord calls to us through the clamor and invites
back. I n the words of one of my favorite spiritual
you think wil!/ save you; and although you hear me ca
Has your vision come to be so narrow, that you believe in only what you see and nothing more? The grip that holds y«
tight takes up all your time and keeps you from believing what | say. You cannot go below my resting arms, no matter
how fast or far you fall no matter how lost you have become, my embrace is wider than the sun. So let go of what
keeps you in the past. Fall into these arms that call you back. No matter how much you have been harmed, you cann
go below my resting arms. 0

| pray that this Lenten season may be, for all of us, a time of renewing our trust in God and beginning our return to the
Gar den. I f you are feeling | ost or hopeless, invite

God bless you all,
Fr. Don
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St. Gabriel's Catholic Church

SMango Mango Lecture Series

Lecture Senes

Presents

Ethicist and Moral Theologian
who speaks and writes on a
variety of cultural and moral issues.

Nancy Gormadgministrative Asst, Wort Hear her inspiring presentation Or Fia de Solenni will also speak an
ngorman@stgabriel.org “The Authority of Women “The Dignity and Vocation
Theresa Bichslstoral Assistant in the Catholic Church” of Women

ichsel riel.or
tbichsel@stgab e org i Monday, March 1, 2010 at 700 pm Monday, March 1. 2010 at 10:G0am
Jeannette Mahévirector of Faith Formay St Gabriats Sanctusty At a Ladies Brunch
jmaher@stgabriel.org 110 St Gabriel Way, McKinney, T% Haosted by St Gabriels Women's Club

. St Gabriels Community Center

Page SandetSacramental Preparation cadoui=iosiigicot
psanders@stgabriel.org
Dawn Purcelaith Formation Assistant
dpurcell@stgabriel.org
Debbie SantowsRieschool Director
dsantowski@stgabriel.org
Martin Scotdccountant
mscott@stgabriel.org Catholic
JearMarie MiescBookkeeper Speaker Services

jmiesch@stgabriel.org www.TMGSpeakers.com

Scott Lattayouth Minister = = & PR TR

i e Mango Lecture Serles seeks to reignite Christian faith and moral values by sponsoring
slatta@stgabriel.org nationally-recognized speakers. It is funded, in part, through your generous donations
Angela Woldefissociate Youth Minister

aWOIden@Stgab"e_l'?rg ] Please save the date for a special occasion
Danna Demmdgministrative Asst Youtly Ordination of Arthur Unachukwu
ddemma@stgabriel.org As a Deacon

Pat ScottSafety Ofcr & Facilities Coordinator Saturday, March 13 10:00AM

pscott@stgabriel.org ] ] Cathedral Santuario de Guadalupe
Joanne Peppat@erations Assistant 2215 Ross Ave. Dallas

i d@stgabriel. ) . .
Ipeppard@stgabriel.org More details to follow in the bulletin

Bulletin Announcements
bulletin@stgabriel.org TV Mass for Shut-Ins Heart of the Nation is now broadcasting the Catholic
Calendar /Room Scheduling - TV Mass in Dallas/Ft. Worth on KFWADV Ch. 52, Sunday mornings at

===V gam. KFWDTYV is available ovethe-air on digital TV channel 52 as well as

on local cable and satellite services. Viewers should check cable and satellite
listings to find the correct channel nu
Heart of the Nation for providing this televised Mass for ghsf the physically chal-
lenged, sick and hospitalized and the incarcerated.

tbichsel@stgabriel.org




Fr. Jose Pazheveettil MST

Faith Experience...Continued from

Thomas NE@alet hAp&Xh 8 reigesn cRi0s siiSo na

spiritual roots to St
Malabar (Kerala State) on the southwestern shores of
India in 52 AD. When the Portuguese came to evangelize
India in the 1500s, they found the faith already deeply
rooted.

With the arrival of the Portuguese the St. Thomas
Chr i st iestabldred thee ties to the chair of St. Pe-
ter and are today one of 21 Eastern Catholic Rites that
with the western Latin Rite (of which Europe and the
Americas participate) form the Catholic Church.

The Syro-Malabar Church, the second largest of the
21 Oriental (Eastern) Churches (the largest being the
Ukrainian Catholic Church), is a sister church of the Chal-
dean Church and follows the Chaldean (East Syrian) litur-
gical tradition.

The Oriental Churches have their own ecclesial, spiri-
tual, liturgical, theological, canonical and cultural heritage.
All 21 Oriental Churches are in full communion with St.
Peterds successor, the pop

Small wonder that with such ancient roots, strong
faith traditions are lived out among the Catholic families in
Kerala.

Father Jose explained that families live their lives to
the rhythms of sacred time. Church bells awaken parents
for Morning Prayer at 5:30 am, call the faithful to pray the
Angel us at noon, and the
with their children for at least a half hour of family prayer
before dinner.

The parents and their children, he said, gather before
an image of Jesus, most often the Sacred Heart of Jesus,
and the family bible to pray the rosary, the litany to the
Blessed Virgin Mary, prayers for the departed souls, and
the prayer of the five wounds of Jesus, to name a few.

Marian devotions are strong and ancient; in fact many
devotions were prevalent in Eastern churches before they
were officially established in the universal church. Mary,
who is honored universally in the Syro-Malabar Rite under
her principal title of Mary, the Mother of God, is feted with
all the Saturday liturgies since there are no Saturday an-
ticipatory Masses.

Sundays retain the ancient Jewish practice of holy
Sabbath, a day for the Lord, Father Jose said. Normally
the faithful keep themselves away from work on Sundays
because it is a day to worship the Lord. The Sunday litur-
gies are an encounter with the Holy One.

Their reverence for the Blessed Sacrament, Father
Jose said, is such that when a priest carries Holy Com-
munion to the sick he walks with an open umbrella to indi-
cate the presence of the Eucharist. When inside the hos-
pital, someone accompanies the priest with a lighted can-
dle to indicate the same. In both instances, the faithful in
turn stop, fold their hands and bow their heads in silence
until the priest passes. Even the priest maintains silence
until he extends Eucharist to the recipient as a respect for
the Real Presence of Christ, said Father Jose.

Father Jose entered the seminary experience with the
Missionary Society of St. Thomas (MST) that winnowed
ospective candidates with a rigorous formation and

estigation into their

ploys frequently to express the ways in which the Most
Holy Trinity wuses al/l I
enliven a personébés heart.
just individual, but communal and familial.

This perspective means that the expressed vocation
of each candidate to the priesthood is weighed against
their demonstrated spirituality and morality within their
parish and school communities. Interviews are conducted
among classmates and members of the locality and par-
i sh. Father Jose explained
society, faith life, faith tradition and morality of the candi-
datebds parents and
tion.

Alt i s
said.

Father Jose felt a strong call to the Missionary Soci-
ety of St. Thomas the Apostle (MST), which envisions

not easy to

. living the values of Jesus and sharing the same with peo-

ple of all faiths and cultures, anywhere in the world, in line
wi tnfissidh ad g e n t thesdeayee on the mission activ-
ity of the Church. The Missionary Society, he said, ex-
tends apostolic missions to no Christian or less Christian
areas in India, African countries, etc., in order to help es-
tablish a more harmonious society.

a community and live among the people. Then we work to
evangelize them through our Christian lifestyle and our
service to their greatest needs.

Whatever the needs of the most marginalized, the
missionary priests and sisters work to meet that need.
The MST fathers, Father Jose said, reach out to the poor,
the orphan, the mentally challenged, the sick and the dy-
ing and AIDS patients in particular.

iThe Mi ssionari es try t
health care and even teach the people how to save their
money through different schemes. The salary of our pas-
toral work in Christian parishes, like mine in St. Gabriel, is
sent directly to MST and is used for our charitable mission
work, 0 said Father Jose.

The description brings to mind the work of Mother
Teresa of Calcutta and her missionaries of charity. Father
Jose confirmed it is sometimes similar. He himself has
worked in poor, remote villages, high in the frigid Himala-
yas, ministering to soldiers guarding the high passes, and
overseeing a large-scale, zonal catechism program.

In obedience, Father Jose goes where his superiors
ask him to go. Today that is to the Diocese of Dallas,
where the Missionary Society has responded to a plea
from the bishop to supply two priests for five-year terms.

Father Jose is joyfully getting to know the people of
St. Gabrields and is eager
Father Don Zeiler, his Pastor, directs.

~Mike and Jean-Marie Miesch
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YOUTH 5

Become a FAN! face k St Gabriel Youth Ministry

sty - @ @ @

Ministry dedicated @G @08 OB
to 3rd, 4th and 5th

graders.
Meetings are thend Monday of every month and are led by a
CORE volunteers! Like youllext one isVlarch 8th!

Spring Retreat for Rise Mpril 10-11th! Get ready for fun and
faith! Webre still working on
Youth Ministry Bulletin Board for the permission slip!

o B

7

Real Presence

Theme for 2010

Middle School youth ministry!

Come experience the fun and energy in
the Youth Shack oiVednesday nightghis semes-
ter! These nights are led by Angela Wolden, our Middle
School Youth Minister and her fabulous CORE
Team of Adults! G
» February 24 }
March 3, 10, 24

April 7, 14, 21, 28

High School youth ministry! Opportunities galore! Youth
Nights, retreats, mission tr

Youth Night® Mostly all Sunday nights!
24hrs of Fasting Feb 2728

Mission Spring Brea& March 1316
Youth 200@ April 9-11

Canoe Trip May 21-22



§) FAITH FORMATION

Home Centered Faith Formation

The Home Centered Fai
Formation program adopt
the theme of
year (Acts of Random Kinc
ness). Here are a few stor
from our members:

One family had a sick chil
who had to be hospitalize
They were so grateful to t
wonderful care provided b
the hospital and the blessie
of bringing their child homg

CLIMB
ABOARD!!!

sail for St. Gabriel VBS
3 Feel sea spray on your face
as sails snap overhead and your
crew experiences the deep rolling
waters of
sailing your way this summer with
Dond6t miss
g'e ty yEOlu r™ « k iwdys BT eqe ofi@ing "ZI_nig,
mighty love. Easily the most fun they will have all summer!

WHAT IS VBS?

Vacation Bible School (VBS) is a week-long themed day
camp for children ages four years through 5" grade. Each
day is filled with entertaining Catholic fun, including a bible

a High Seas Expedition.

Gohe dhsp isl ov e .

boatl| oads
knowi 1

The family then decided story, games, Chadder Chipmunk cinema, crafts and
donate their birthday gifts snacks.
2010 DATES

the children still in the hogm 1 .
ital Evening Session: Sunday, July 11 - Thursday, July 15 from
preal. 6:30pm-9:00pm

One student asked her dad if she could make an ex Morning Session: Monday, July 12 - Friday, July 16 from
9:00am-12:00pm A

sandwich to take to schoo dné
a lunch. The student also printed an extra copy of a schc SRFEISIRI/}IISNS- o e
: : : : aturday, Apri after 5:00 pm Mass
assignment in case anyone forgot to print the assignmen SUNdays Apri 1 MaitBroagl’ O-15am @lam & SI30BmMadses
One HCFF preschooler showed how she understood t = nitedaATTIITRE, e S
meaning of ARK. For her homework assignment she h Registration fee requwecri] upon re(élstratlon I_checks or
. T . . cash accepte
to | ist AfAO0 items and the ARk
i . . VOLUNTEER:
: :
the definition for ARK as caring and sharing! Adult and youth volunteers (ages 6™ grade and up) are what
We hope these stories will inspire others to perform Aci {‘ﬁri're gh'solf“r’lgfg'r“ ap*;)‘(’)?te 5{;\’/‘;09? lZ”I‘gee\grS > “t-‘; _g'?n‘
. irely by volunteer su ; wou \Y you to joi
of Random Kindness (ARK). our crew and explore the mighty

we were honored to have F Seas E x p e dAll tvolumteersd must be Safe Environ-

At our January Gathering, ment cleared to participate in VBS.

ther Don speak to us about the Eucharist. We all left wil y o
a renewed understanding of the privilege in receiving tr ContactAngie Frey atfrevdays@sbcglobal.neto join
Eucharist. Many thanks to Father Don for his inspirin our crew or for more information.

words and for staying to answer all of our questions! Bon Voyage!!
St Gabriel Childrends Choir
One of the newest ministries to join the St. Gabriel famil " g —

is the Children's Choir.The children have been singing
and praising God since November 2009 at the 9:15 Al
Children's Mass.The children are taught upbeat, as well
as prayerful, songs by our very talented leaders, Josl
Dsouza and Daniela Ruiz de Somocurcibhe children

work very hard twice a week to learn new songs and har.
motions as well.Our goal is to teach the children anothe
way to praise God and to help inspire the congregation
Mass. We are very excited for the many future plans we
have for this ministry, such as preparing an Easte
Choir. As we grow, we would like to invite any children
who are in the 2nd through 7th grade to join Ufsyou

would like more information about the Children's Choir
please contact Michelle Buckleymatbuckley@tx.rr.com



mailto:mlbuckley@tx.rr.com
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FAITH FORMATION 7

Early Childhood Faith Formation Ministry
Our ministry is committed to providing a safe, fun
and spiritual atmosphere for our little ones to grow in
their faith through our Early Childhood Programs.
We invite all families to join our ministry and partici-
pate in the programs:

Nursery (6 to 24 months)
Toddler Faith Formation (24 -36 months)
Childrends Liturgy of the
through first grade)
We would love to have your child in class!
Feel free to try out any program on any Sunday!

If you would like additional information and registra-
__tion forms, please contact
; vhonea@stgabriel.org

All Early Childhood Programs

follow the Faith Formation and
MISD calendars and will be

closed: March 14 and 21 (Spring
Break) and April 4 (Easter).

It is never too late to get Safe
Environment cleared! The next
First Awareness Class is Sunday,

February 28. Please visit
www.stgabriel.org _ to submit the
‘ AF _ Safe Environment application or
DELIGHTFUL and ENERGETIC VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: renew you clearance.

We are searching for dedicated volunteers to coordinate and teach the programs. If you are inter-
ested in working with young chil dr ehonea@sthabsehoagr.i ng G«

Little Angels
Preschool
Now registering for
Congratulations to Raven Knopf, a 4 year old in Fall Classes
the Terrific Turtle Class, who has won the Scho- We offer a fun educational and spiri-
lastic Book Clubs Drawing Contest! tual environment for children ages 3

Mrs. Diane Lohr and Mrs. Rosie Weber submitted (who aTre pOttty t”’}i”edé 5 year? old
their classd drawings of pi geons 'nto%r r?n:f"?nﬁ@{?rggr}encasfhe

. . you have any “questions, pleas
story bookPigeon Wants a Pupiiy Mo Wil- contact Debbie Santowski at dsan-

lems. We were so proud when one of our very towski@stqabriel.org or 972-542-7170
own Little Angels Preschodtudents won the %236 . There is also information avail-
contest! able on the parish website 7

Way to go Raven! www.stgabriel.org 7 under the pre-

school link.
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