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Nurturing the Seeds of Faith ï 

Watch Us Grow!   
New Faith Formation Programs for 

2010-2011 
By Jeannette Maher, Faith Formation Director 

 

Lots of changes are taking place this year in Faith 

Formation and we are excited to share them with 

you!  In collaboration with Youth Ministry, we are 

ready to roll out some dynamic new programs that 

will provide even more flexibility for busy families 

who want to stay connected to their faith. 

First of all, you will see a new format to the registra-

tion form.  We have now combined all programs 

from Nursery through Middle School and High 

School on one form.  One stop shopping will give 

every family the opportunity to sign up for all the 

great ministries available to any age or grade.  Check 

the kiosk in the narthex for our great new form! 

 

In addition to our current offerings of Family Cluster 

and Home Centered Faith Formation, you will now 

find a couple of new options for formation on the 

registration form.  First of all is our pilot program 

called Family Faith Formation, or F³ for short.  This 

format includes a whole family catechesis approach 

which allows for children in grades 3, 4 and 5 to 

meet in small groups with their peers and catechists,  

Continued ...Page 8  

Spotlight Ministry 

Showcases  
 

Opportunities to  

Share Your Talents! 
 

Are you serving in a ministry at  

St. Gabriel? 
 

Reaching out in love to others is spiritually enriching! No 

matter how big or small your contribution, our parish just 

isnôt the same without you!  The best part is, when we 

serve together, we not only form friendships with one an-

other, but we also deepen our relationship with God. Now 

thatôs Stewardship! 
 

To increase knowledge of and interest in the many minis-

tries in our parish, the Stewardship Committee will be 

introducing the ñSpotlight Ministry Programò at all 

Masses starting in May.  This program will allow parish-

ioners to gather information, ask questions and explore 

opportunities for sharing their talent ï prior to our Stew-

ardship Annual Renewal Campaign in September. 
 

SPOTLIGHT MINISTRY SCHEDULE:  

May ï September:   

May 15/16, May 22/23, May 29/30 ï Outreach 

June 5/6, June 12/13, June 19/20 ï Worship 

July 3/4, July 10/11, July 17/18 ï Youth 

July 31 ï Aug. 1, Aug. 7/8, Aug. 14/15 -   

Faith Formation 

Aug. 28/29, Sept. 4/5, Sept. 11/12 -   

Fellowship/Family Life/Operations  

 

We are grateful for the ways you respond to Godôs gener-

osity in your life with our parish through your involve-

ment in ministry. Letôs continue to explore opportunities 

and share what we have received! 

In celebration for all Godôs gifts to us, 

Cindy Worth 

2010 Stewardship Chair 
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St. Gabriel the Archangel Catholic Community 
 

110 St. Gabriel Way    McKinney, TX  75071 
972-542-7170/972-542-7756(FAX)/1-877-562-0638 

www.stgabriel.org 
 

Weekend Eucharist:   Saturday at 5:00 PM 
Sunday at 9:00 & 11:00 AM, & 5:30 PM 

9:15AM Childrenôs Mass (During School Year) 
 

Weekday Eucharist:  Monday at Noon  
Tuesday through Friday at 8:30 AM 

Wednesday 6:00PM 

My dear parishioners of St. Gabriel, 

 

As this Year for Priests comes to a close, I must say that I am continually in awe at the many 

ways God works in our lives, especially in community.  I am so inspired and encouraged by the 

faith of our people.  As a priest serving a parish community, I see my greatest mission as simply 

helping people establish and maintain a relationship with Jesus.  It is one thing to know ABOUT 

Jesus, and another to really KNOW Him.  The hope and vision of the U. S. Bishops regarding 

Faith Formation is that Catholics experience a genuine, intimate encounter with Christ before 

they study His life and teachings.  To use their words: ñevangelization must take place before 

catechesis.ò  Only when our walk with Jesus is real and personal does any study really begin to 

make sense.  I think the greatest tragedy imaginable would be to come to the end of my life and 

to never really know Jesus ï to stand before the King of Kings as a stranger is a frightening thought.  My mis-

sion as a priest is NOT to let that happen to any of you.  I hope that religious study, whether it be Scripture, 

Catechism or any type of Faith Formation, is an exciting adventure where we canôt wait to find out more about 

the One we love. 

 

As you all know, the best way to know someone is simply to spend time with them.  Please make sure you 

spend time with Jesus.  I encourage families to pray together.  My hope is to find ways to bring families to-

gether in prayer.  All of our childrenôs Faith Formation is family-centered because the family truly is holy and 

is the nursery for saints.  As a larger family of faith, the center of our prayer is the Eucharist.  This is what 

binds us together with Christ.  I strongly encourage everyone to find ways to support that.  Christ Renews His 

Parish has been profoundly instrumental in opening doors to deeper union with Jesus.  I see this retreat as one 

of the greatest gifts God has given this parish.  One of the fruits coming from CRHP is the Sacred Heart Devo-

tion.  A group of parishioners is spearheading this ministry.  This summer we plan to offer a mission that will 

explain and encourage the enthronement of our homes to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  In addition, I am consider-

ing ways to encourage adoration of the Blessed Sacra-

ment and family prayer.  When this happens, all cate-

chesis will serve to deepen that relationship with the 

One who is central in our hearts. 

 

God bless you all, 

 

Fr. Don 
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STAFF 
Father Don Zeiler, Pastor   
dzeiler@stgabriel.org            
 

Fr. Jose Pazheveettil MST, Parochial Vicar  
jpazheveettil@stgabriel.org 
 

Ray Smith, Deacon                       
rsmith@stgabriel.org 
 

Vic Machiano, Deacon            

vmachiano@stgabriel.org 
 

Bob Boduch, Deacon 
 

Mike Seibold, Parish Director   
mseibold@stgabriel.org 
 

Audrey Sanazaro, Director of Worship  

asanazaro@stgabriel.org 
 

David Cloutier, Music Ministry Coordinator 

dcloutier@stgabriel.org 
 

Nancy Gorman, Administrative Asst , Worship 

ngorman@stgabriel.org 
 

Theresa Bichsel, Pastoral Assistant   

tbichsel@stgabriel.org 
 

Jeannette Maher, Director of Faith Formation 

jmaher@stgabriel.org 
 

Page Sanders, Sacramental Preparation 

psanders@stgabriel.org 
 

Dawn Purcell, Faith Formation Assistant 

dpurcell@stgabriel.org 
 

Debbie Santowski, Preschool Director 
dsantowski@stgabriel.org 
 

Martin Scott, Accountant 
mscott@stgabriel.org 
 

Jean-Marie Miesch, Bookkeeper 

jmiesch@stgabriel.org 
 

Scott Latta, High School Youth Minister 
slatta@stgabriel.org 
 

Angela Wolden, Middle School Youth Minister 
awolden@stgabriel.org 
 

Brandon Purcell, Administrative Asst Youth 
bpurcell@stgabriel.org 
 

Pat Scott, Safety Ofcr & Facilities Coordinator 

pscott@stgabriel.org 
 

Joanne Peppard, Operations Assistant 

jpeppard@stgabriel.org 
 

Bulletin Announcements    
bulletin@stgabriel.org 
 

Calendar /Room Scheduling    

tbichsel@stgabriel.org 

St. Gabriel Parish extends best 

wishes to Vicki Honea as she 

leaves her position as Early Child-

hood Programs Coordinator. Vicki 

has served in this position for 6 

years and has headed these programs with great organization and creativity.  
 

We also wish to thank Danna Demma as she leaves her position as Youth Min-

istry Administrative Assistant to spend more time with her young family. 
 

Fortunately, Vicki and Danna will remain in the McKinney area and continue to 

be active in the community. We wish them the best and are grateful for their 

dedication to our Parish Community. 

We would like to introduce you to two new members of the 

Parish Center Staff. Many of you may already know them, as 

they have been active members of St. Gabrielôs for a number 

of years. 

Angie Frey is the new Early Childhood Coordinator. Angie 

brings much experience and enthusiasm to this position and 

will work with the Early Childhood programs and Vacation 

Bible School. Brandon Purcell is working as Administrative Assistant assist-

ing the Youth Ministers with planning, organizing, and other behind the scenes 

work involved in the many youth programs offered at St. Gabrielôs. 

We welcome their enthusiasm in these busy positions, and offer them our sup-

port and prayers! 

BEING A GOOD NEIGHBORéé. 
 

On a number of Sundays throughout the year, particularly around Easter and 

Christmas, we have great crowds for Mass at the parish. With the limited access 

and parking on the property, finding parking can be a challenge. 
 

One area that has become an overflow parking lot is the first street in the subdi-

vision west of St. Gabriel Way ð Lakefront Ct. Our neighbor who lives on the 

south end of that street, T.R. Layne, shared with me some of the difficulties this 

presents. 
 

When cars are parked on both sides of the street, driveways are being blocked 

and access up and down the street is severely limited. There are some in the 

neighborhood that have chronic health issues, and at these times it would be im-

possible for a fire truck or ambulance to get down the street. In addition, Mass 

attendees are crossing the yards, walking up close to the homes on private prop-

erty to take a shortcut over to St. Gabriel Way and then onto church property. 
 

I expressed my concern to Mr. Layne that we be a good neighbor to him and all 

in that neighborhood. After all, the church rectory is right up the street from his 

home. I advised Mr. Layne we would request our parishioners to park in other 

areas away from Lakefront Ct. I encourage you all to use the overflow parking to 

the north end of the church property and if that is full, park to the north of the 

property along St. Gabriel Way. 
 

Best idea of all is to arrive early, secure a good parking spot and seat and place 

yourself in a prayerful mode for Mass! Being a good neighbor is about being 

Christ to others. Thank you all for your understanding. 
 

Mike Seibold, Parish Director 
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To Jeannette, On the Occasion of Your Retirement** 

                        I will echo St. Paulôs greeting to the church in Corinth to say, òI give 
thanks to God always on your account for the grace of God bestowed on you in Jesus Christ.ó   

          Thank you  dear friend and Sister in Christ, not only for recognizing and accepting Godôs abundant gifts given especially to 

you, but for opening and sharing them so generously in the ministry of Faith Formation for some 30+ years.  Thank you  too, for 

being a faithful witness to the Gospel throughout those years no matter where, how or to whom you were called to minister, teach and/

or serve.  You have touched the lives of so many, old and young alike, sharing your love of Christ and Christôs church in so many dif-

ferent ways but always keenly aware that your purpose, Godôs purpose, was to make it possible they could come to know, love and 

serve Jesus Christ joyfully alive in the Catholic Faith Community.  

             I thank you  too for your service to St. Gabriel these past 12 years.  Your knowledge and leadership in crafting and imple-

menting an award winning,  innovative, and growing Faith Formation Ministry has set us on a path of excellence that will continue to 

be effective in forming  disciples of Christ far into the future.   

            On a personal note, I must thank you  for being my mentor and partner in the ministry over the years.  Your model and en-

couragement for continued learning in the faith and living a lively, committed and deep Catholic Faith with involvement in the ministry 

at all levels, has been an inspiration to me and others.   

           May God bless you on this exciting new path of your life-long faith journey with an abundant gift of time.  Unhurried, unen-

cumbered, unstructured, and uninterrupted time so there is time for rest, time for reading, time for gardening, time for imagining, and 

always time to continue to answer Godôs call in new and exciting ways of service to others that will fill your life with Godôs abundant 

peace and joy.  

                                                                                                                     Christôs Peace My Friend,   Barbara Robinson   
 

**Any ordained, religious or lay persons who are currently or have in the past óworkedô for the Church know that one never really 

retires from Ministry, one just walks a new path of service to Christôs church until the good LORD officially óretiresô us. 

ñThe committee was very impressed with the wide range of chil-

drenôs religious education programs that we have available at 

St Gabriel and the deep personal involvement of parents 

in carrying them out,ò Jeannette Maher, Director 

of Faith Formation, enthusiastically re-

marked. ñWe have been able to accom-

plish this in just a few short years 

because so many families are eager 

to volunteer and participate.ò ñOur 

Clusters,ò related Jeannette ñare based 

on the premise that the parents are the pri-

mary educators of their children.ò  

Clusters  

Sacraments 

Congratulations         Thank You      Happy Retirement  

Jeannette Maher, Director of Faith Formation 
WITH THE LOVING RESPECT OF  

St. Gabriel Staff, the families who have participated over the years in St. Gabrielõs Faith Formation Pro-
gram and especially the children who have been guided and strengthened on their journey to know and love 

God and His Church. 
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 Jeannette Maher, Director of Faith 

Formation at St. Gabriel was inducted 

as the President of the National As-

sociation of Parish Catechetical Di-

rectors (NPCD) at their Na-

tional Convocation in Phila-

delphia in April, 2005. The 

NPCD is a professional organiza-

tion of approximately 1,400 members 

that serves directors of religious edu-

cation in the US.  

Jeannette has led the faith formations 

programs here at St. Gabrielôs since 1998. As a high school Eng-

lish teacher, Jeannette began her religious education career as a 

volunteer teacher to help her own children learn more about faith. 

Her first professional job in the field was at St. Josephôs, Com-

merce and later at All Saints and St. Patrickôs, Dallas. 

This is certainly recognition for Jeannetteôs accomplishments in 

this field, accomplishments from which we benefit here at St. 

Gabriel. Thank you for giving of yourself in this way to the larger 

Church! 

President  N
PCD  2005 

Sacred Heart Apostolate  

Parish Mission   
June 6 - 9     7 - 9 pm  

 

The Parish Mission is based on the love of the 
Sacred Heart which brings forth (1) all the 
treasures promised  by Jesus, and (2) the 

desire of God for an intimate, loving relation-
ship with each one of us.  
 

A goal of the Mission Team is to give families 

a sense of hope, sharing with them how they 
can take a positive action in their lives and 
know  that Jesus is the answer to all prob-

lems. Families who elect to enter into this 
way of life  take a positive step toward build-

ing a civilization of love, which is contrary to 
our current culture of death.  
Please see further explanation and details at 

www.stgabriel.org  or  
http://www.sacredheartapostolate.com   

I want to thank Jeanette for all she has done for our Faith 

Formation program at St. Gabriel.  She has a rare com-

bination of experience, professionalism and ingenu-

ity.  Her efforts have given us a foundation that will posi-

tively influence many generations to come.  Wherever 

God leads her next, I know she will pour her heart and 

soul into it.  

With much gratitude,   Fr. Don 

Guidelines on Proper Attire in Church 

 Or 

What to Wear! What NOT to Wear! 
It is summer in Texas and it does get very hot. 

However, the Mass environment requires that we 

dress in a way that is respectful of the House of God 

and the sacredness of the Liturgical Celebration. 
 

The goal in dressing for Mass should be not to at-

tract undue attention to oneself. Out of necessity, 

some people come to Mass wearing the clothes re-

quired by their profession; however, under normal 

circumstances attire should reflect the solemnity of 

the Mass.  We usually dress well when we go to 

things that are important to us, and as Catholics, 

this is the most important thing we do all week. 
 

Please remember some clothing IS NOT appropri-

ate.  This includes revealing blouses and tops, mid-

riffs, short skirts and short shorts.  These are dis-

tractions to the other worshippers.  Clothes that are 

too casual, such as pajamas, gym shorts, flip flops, 

or swimwear are not acceptable for a community 

worship environment.    
 

One should aim for, ñyou look nice today,ò as op-

posed to, ñmy gosh! Do you see what she or he is 

wearing!ò 

These past six years sitting across the aisle from Jeannette 

Maher in the Faith Formation office have been a journey to 

say the least.  

Over the years we have laughed until our bellies have ached, 

we have cried tears of sorrow over tragic losses and strug-

gles. We have smiled smiles of great joy in witnessing the 

sacraments being given as an outpouring of Godõs great love 

to the adults and children in our community.  

All along the way it has been a pleasure.  I thank Jeannette 

for her tireless support, her mentoring heart and for her 

endless love.  Your are a true Woman of God.   

Your sister in Christ Always,  

Page Sanders  

What an exciting time to serve our community with 

Jeannette the last few years! She has set the standard, both 

nationally as President of the National Association of Par-

ish Catechetical Directors and within the Diocese, for a 

standard of excellence in faith formation looked up to by 

many. Thank you, Jeannette, for pioneering whole family 

catechesis in programs such as Cluster, making the par-

ents truly the first teachers of our children. You will be 

missed!                                               Mike Seibold 

                                                            Parish Director 

http://www.sacredheartapostolate.com/SHA_DevotionPromises.htm
http://www.stgabriel.org
http://www.sacredheartapostolate.com
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CLIMB ABOARD!!!     Set sail for VBS  

A week-long themed day camp for children ages 4 years through 5th grade. 
 

Evening Session:  Sunday, July 11-Thursday, July 15 from 6:30pm - 9:00pm 

Morning Session:  Monday, July 12-Friday, July 16 from 9:15am - 12:15pm 

*** Morning Elementary (1st - 5th grades) Session is CLOSED.   

Morning Preschool (4 years - Kindergarten) Session is OPEN.   

Evening Elementary and Preschool Sessions are OPEN. 

Register at the Faith Formation Office.$30 first child, $25 each additional child, maximum $80/ family. 

                                            Registration closes June 1. 
 

Volunteers Needed!!  Please consider offering your time to a unique and exciting program that helps our youth learn about God. 

Benefits:   - Songs stuck in your head that sing the praises of the Lord at an upbeat tempo. 

                  - The chance to meet some of the finest adults and children you could ever want to meet. 

                  - An addiction to a worthwhile endeavor that so many kids cannot wait for each year. 

Questions: 

- Don't have kids?  What a great way to get your kid fix.  You might be surprised by what YOU learn.  Volunteering 

for VBS has a return on investment that is priceless - the kids love you. 

- Can't volunteer all week?  Even if you can only help prior to VBS or one day during the week - we appreciate your involvement. 

- Have children 3 yrs and under?  We offer a nursery and toddler room for children of volunteers during the morning session. 

- Missed registration?  Registration forms are available in the Faith Formation Office in the Parish Center until June 1. 

- Need service hours?  Bring your paperwork and we will gladly sign your volunteer service hours. 
 

VBS Prep and Meeting Dates: 
May 17 -                             7pm - Volunteer / Station Leader Meeting 

June 8, 15, 22, 29                9am - Prep 

June 23, 26  7pm - Training 

July 6, 9, 10  9am - Prep 

July 17 - 5pm   VBS Celebration Mass and Reception 

July 19 - 9am  Clean-up 
 

Donations are requested for a fun filled VBS!   
The St. Gabriel High Seas Expedition Ship is sailing in the narthex.  Please take a donation request from the 

ship and return donations to the VBS box in the narthex.  Your help is greatly appreciated.  Please check expi-

ration dates on donated food items.  Also needed are several large boxes (refrigerator, TV, washing machine...), 

white shower curtains, drop cloths, flat sheets, thick rope, fishing nets, garden trellise, styrofoam sheets, hot 

knife for cutting styrofoam, pvc pipes and fittings in various sizes, nautical props such as nets, lanterns, scuba 

items, deep sea fishing poles, stuffed animals or large images of fish, starfish, seagulls, pelicans, large stuffed 

animals (for Noah's Ark), portholes, shipsô wheels and life preservers.  FUN!! 
 

Don't you wish you were sailing with us?  Contact Angie the Angelfish Frey at freydays@sbcglobal.net to join our crew or for more 

information. 
 

 THE CHILDREN'S MASS 
The Childrenõs 9:15AM Mass has concluded for Summer  

but will resume in September 
We use the Lectionary for Children's Masses which adheres as closely as 

possible to the selection and arrangements for Sunday's solemnities and 

feasts of Our Lord in the Lectionary for Mass, while adapting them to 

the needs and capacities of children. 

If you have a child who is interested in being a reader, hospitality minis-

ter, or in participating in a different role in The Children's Mass, please 

contact Audrey Sanazaro at asanazaro@stgabriel.org or 972-542-7170 

x225. 

A Childrenôs Choir has also been organized this year. Any children in 

2nd thru 7th grades are invited to join. Contact Joslin DôSouza joslinmu-

sic@yahoo.com for more information. 

mailto:freydays@sbcglobal.net
mailto:asanazaro@stgabriel.org
mailto:joslinmusic@yahoo.com
mailto:joslinmusic@yahoo.com


 

 

Contact : Scott Latta:  
972-542-7170, x226, 
slatta@stgabriel.org   

 

Angela Wolden:  x224 
swolden@stgabriel.org  

 

Brandon Purcell: x233 
bpurcell@stgabriel.org  

July 25 -29  
Begins Sunday 1 pm with  
Welcome & Orientation 

  

Closing on Thursday, with 
Ceremony & Potluck Dinner 

  

A middle school camp open to all  
6-8th graders in the 2010/11 school 

year 

Registration has begun!!!  
Grab your spot now!!!  

2010 Theme: 
iPhat  
iPray,  
iServe,  
iAm,  
iFear,  
iLove  
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PHAT CAMP  People Meet Hang with High School Counselors Adore God Tour the Metroplex  

Grab a registration form  
off the youth board  

or website: 
www.getitliveitpassit.org  


